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Sanyo Fisher (USA) Corporation, a manufacturer of

electronics equipment, is highly responsive to consumer

sentiments. Consumers are generally quite content with the price

and performance of their TV's and VCR's. They are considerably

less happy with the additional costs and complications of cable

company converter boxes.

Sanyo Fisher (USA) Corporation, a consumer electronics

manufacturer, supports Section 17 of the Cable Act and wants to

help the Commission implement it promptly and properly.

The first-round filings of the cable industry are disappointing.

They deny compatibility problems, defend the use of scrambling

and of converter boxes, seek to impose new and unjustified

burdens on consumer electronics manufacturers and on consumers,

and otherwise thwart the will of Congress.

The short-term solution requires increased "in the clear"

access to multiple channels through traps, interdiction, and

possibly broadband descrambling. The longer term solution

requires standardization of digital transmission and compression,

as well as a national renewable security standard, on which work

should begin immediately.

Mandatory inclusion of a decoder interface in consumer

electronics products is not the solution. It does nothing to

help the installed base and adds costs to all new products.

Also, it would take years to become widespread, and cable

companies may still keep changing their systems in ways that will

necessitate set-top boxes anyway.
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The legislative requirements that remote controls and

converter boxes be made commercially available should be

implemented without delay.

The legislative requirements governing information that

cable companies must provide to consumers should be implemented

promptly, and the consumer education burden should not be shifted

to the electronics industry.

Requirements governing the labeling or design of consumer

products are not authorized by the statute and are unnecessary

and inappropriate as well. The two industries should, however,

be able to agree on criteria that must be met to permit use of

the term "cable ready" by manufacturers and retailers.

Here, as in other Cable Act implementation proceedings,

the cable industry seems to be trying to impede implementation of

legislation that was intended to correct cable industry

practices. The Commission must not be deterred from providing

relief to consumers.
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